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" Sep. 30, 1692. The Swan brings in a rich French prize
of about 300 tuns, laden with claret, white wine, brandy, salt,
linen, paper &c. Go to Hog Island with Joshua Gee and sell
him 3 white oaks for 30^. I am to cart them to the water side.
Nov 4. Law passes for justices and ministers marrying per-
sons. It seems they count the respect of it too much to be left
any longer with the magistrate." [As in the old church, the
marriage had always been by the clergy, it being regarded as of
a sacramental character, the Puritans disallowed the practice,
and their marriages so far had been generally by the civil magis-
trate.] "And salaries " [Sewall adds] " are not spoken of; as if
one sort of men might live on the air. They are treated like a
kind of useless, worthless, folk." Nov. 5 [the date of the Guy
Fawkes Gunpowder Plot] no disturbance at night by bonfires.
Nov. 19. I drove a tree nail in the governors briganteen ; and
invited his excellency to drink a glass of brandy."

Sewall was used to drive a nail in a new meeting-
house or private dwelling for luck, according to an old
English superstition. When Governor Simon Brad-
street on his deathbed called in Sewall and other gen-
tlemen to help him add a codicil, he " called for ale,
and made us drink." May 23, 1693, Sewall laid the
corner-stone of his new house, next Cotton Hill

"The foundation of the cellar is finished by stones gotten
out of the Common. . . . Cap. and Deacon Eliot is buried.
He was one of the most serviceable men in Boston, condescend-
ing to his friends. One of the best and most respectful friends
I had in the world. Lord awaken us. Died in the 6Is* year of
his age, Was one of the first that was born in Boston."

In 1693 a bill forbidding representatives to be cho-
sen except in the town where they lived was passed,
against strong objections that this was against Eng-
lish precedent and law. Sewall voted for the bill.Saturday the mourning cloth of the pulpit is
